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able number of converted Japanese and a few merchants
remained in Mexico, doubtless studying its products and
manufactures. The mercantile relations with Mexico, which
are said, in the Japanese History of Commerce, to have been
kept up until 1636, when they entirely ceased, were prob-
ably established by these merchants and limited to Masu-
mane's domain. Three years after the return of the
embassy, that is in 1624, as already mentioned, there was
issued the edict ordering away all foreigners and interdict-
ing Christianity. The early Mexican episode in Japanese
history is one of peculiar interest from many points of
view.

From the sketch which has been given of the early
relations of Japan and the West it is quite evident that
the Japanese were not originally "anti-European" or "anti-
Christian," and that they were not governed by " race pre-
judice." On the contrary all the evidence goes to show that
they welcomed foreigners without regard to nationality, race,
or religion, and treated them with the greatest liberality,
granting-them freedom of commerce and religion, and, more-
over, in addition, giving them the privilege of extra-terri-
toriality. What their statesmen opposed, and what led them
to take very drastic measures, was the attempt of those who
were acting as propagandists of the Catholic religion to inter-
fere in the government of the country and even to bring it,
to a certain extent, under foreign domination, and they deter-
mined to preserve the sovereignty of Japan by causing her to
remain isolated from the society of the West The intense
dislike whith the Japanese for many years showed to Chris-
tianity arose not from any feeling against it, by itself, but
because they believed that it was used as a means to gain
political power, and thus not only stain the honour of Japan
but even endanger its independence. These facts ought to be
carefully remembered when we are considering the relations
of Japan with'Western nations, and when we are criticis-
ing the policy which the Government carried out, for their
memory was burned into " the soul of the people."